VINTAGE REPORT: BORDEAUX 2010

Above: Michel Bettane, Decanter's Sauternes & Barsac taster, talks to Andrew Caillard MW of Australian auc

In a vintage of power, this exudes
elegance and finesse. 2020-40
Ch I’Eglise-Clinet 18.5 Rich, dense
and profound but shy. Bigger
structure than’09, though
awkward now. 2020-40

Ch I’Evangile 18.5 Dense and
opulent but refined. Succulent,
with a rich concentration of fruit,
More freshness than '09. 2020-40
Ch Le Pin18.5 Has charm of '09
but more vivacity and structure.
Decadent sweetness then long,
filigree tannins. 2020-35

Ch Trotanoy 18.5 A block of a wine
this year. More virile than '09.
Powerful tannic frame, minerally
freshness and length. 2020-45

4 STARS
Ch Hosanna18 As consistent as
the first vintage in 1999. Exudes
depth and power. 2020-40
_, ChLaViolette18 Rich but natural
;“, and elegant, Fine tannins and
g texture. Superior to '09. 2018-35
E Ch Petit-Village 18 The best ever?
% Explosive fruit, velvety texture.
Fresh and long. 2018-35

Ch Feytit-Clinet 17.5 Succulent
and ripe with freshness and
length. Very fine. 2017-30

Ch Gazin17.5 Rich and savoury.
Powerful but refined structure.
Won't disappoint. 2018-35

Ch Le Gay 17.5 Elegant palate:
pure, with balancing acidity and
fine, ripe tannins. 2017-28
ChNénin17.5 2009 was the best
ever in the Delon era; this follows
suit. Dense volume. 2020-35

Ch Vray Croix de Gay 17.5 Great
success. Fresh and fragrant with a
hint of toasted oak. 2017-30

Ch Beauregard 17 Floral and fresh
with lovely length and line.
Possibly the best ever. 2017-30
Ch Clinet 17 Dark, rich, powerful.
Real depth and reserve. More
extraction this year? 2018-35
ChLe Bon Pasteur17 Creamy
raspberry with a citrus lift. Suave
texture. Persistent. 2017-30

Ch Latour a Pomerol17 Fresh and
long. Very pure and harmonious.
On a par with '09. 2018-35
Domaine de ’Eglise 17 Better
than’09. Fresh, ripe and lifted.
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Harmonious and long. 2017-30

Le Moulin 17 Modern, rich and
opulent. Lots of extract but not
over-worked. Long. 2015-23
Pensées de Lafleur (2L) 17 Less
charm than '09 but will age well.
More than a second wine, 2018-30

tioneer Langton’s about the 2010 vintage

ri_he upper hand. 2018-28 -

Ch Certan de May 16.5 Hint of jam
on nose. Generous if a touch
robust at present. 2018-30

Ch LaPointe 16.5 Continues the
progress of '09. More structured
but still seductive fruit. 2017-25
Ch Montviel16.5 Stricter selection
shows. Dense, fresh and pure.
Tannins ripe and fine. 2016-25

Ch Providence 16.5 Generosity of
fruit and flavour but also finesse.
Fine tannins and long. 2018-30
Ch Rouget 16.5 Ripe, round and
powerful. Plum and red berry
notes. Richand full. 2016-25
Clos ’Eglise 16.5 Very good but
awkward now. Winemaking has
Fugue de Nénin (2L)16.5 Better
than very good '09 and still great
value. Lovely freshness. 2015-25

3 STARS

Ch Bourgneuf 16 Better than'09.
Tannins firm but refined. 2017-28
ChLaCroix ce Gay 16 Pretty red
berry fruit. Tannins firm. 2016-25
Ch La Fleur de Gay 16 Firm, ripe

tannins. Oak invasive now. 2018-30 >
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|j>(5CC premier grand cru classé; 1-5CC 1st-5th

growth; CC cru classé; CB cru bourgeois; GC grand cru (St-Emiljon); GCC grand cru classé; 2L/3L 2nd or 3rd Iabezl
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La Croix-du-Casse

89% merlot, 11% cabernet franc.
«On est passés pas loin de la catas-
trophe. On a eu peur que ¢a finisse
commie 2003, c'est la fraicheur des
nuits qui nous a sauvés, mais les trés
Jeunes plantes ont souffert, »

14,5 - Fruits rouges, bouche ronde,
souple, tendre, frais, gourmand.
O0=2016 G=15ans

La Croix-Saint-Georges

®
06.08.99.79.00.
14 - Fruits noirs, bouche cacao, ser-
rée, tendue, beaucoup de matizre,
puissant, alcool, riche. 48 €.
O=2016 G=15ans

La Croix-Taillefer

15,5 - Fruits rouges, bouche un peu
oxydative, dense, vif, élégant, bien
[ruité, long, tendu.

0=2017 G =18 ans

15 - Romulus. Réducteur, fermé,
bouche puissante, dense, fermée,
assez juteu, oxydatif, bon fruit der-
titre.

0=2017 G=18ans

Domaine de I'Eglise |

875 merlot, 13% cabernet franc,
Vendangé du 27 au 29 septembre
pour les merlots, le 8 octobre pour
les cabernets francs.

16,5 - Fruits noirs, bouche dense,
moelleuse, profonde, tanins déli-
cats, trés fin.

0=2017G=20dns

I’Evangile

Jean-Pascal Vazart: « On a fait 31 h/
ha el 80% de grand vin. On n'a pas
beaucoup de second vin et donc on
ne le vend pas en primeur. L'année
derniére, on en auail également frés
pe et on s'est retronvés a manguer
et @ ne pas pouvoir satisfaire les
gens. On a un peu plus de cabernet
franc (12%) que d'habitude, et §8 %
de merlot. Cest surtout parce qu'on a
moins de merlot & cause de la séche-
resse. Les cageltes étaient aussi plei-
nes mais pesaient moins. Un rende-
ment en jus moins intéressant, alors
qu'on avait du raisin. On a com-
mencé de vendanger le 21 septembre
el fini le 12 octobre. On a vendangé
sur trois semaines, mais pas pendant
trois semaines! On commence d se
sauterniser en allant chercher les rai-
sins en fonction de la maturité. »

18 - Nez fermé, fruits noirs, poi-
vre, bouche ample, tendue, frais,
€légant, joli fruit, tanins délicats,
du bon classique, granuleux. Une
version réservée, serrée, tendue,
longue. Des vins plus précis et déli-
cals qu'autrefois, moins extraits.
Le slyle a changé et le fond devrait
encore s’améliorer car les meilleurs
parcelles récemment replantées ne
donneront du raisin que dans quel-
ques années.

0=2009G=20ans

Fayat 3 ®

05.56.35.23.79.

13,5 - Réduit, bouche ronde, pas
trés dense, fruité, assez acide, vif.
35 ¢

O=2017G=[5ans

La Fleur-Pétrus

15,5 - Fermé, bouche ronde, trés
douce, tanins gras et veloulés, du
moelleux dans ce vin bien aimable,
mais avec de la réserve, on le sent &
la présence tannique en finale.
O=2017 G = 18 ans

La Fleur-de-Gay <)
05.57.51.19.05.

14 - Boisé, puissant, gras, séchant,
pas trés fin, extrait, riche. Prix pas
encgre défini: compter entre 70 et
100 €. :

0=2017G = |8 ans

La Fleur-de-Plince £ ®
01.47.20.16.18.

13 - Fruits noirs, bouche boisége,
du ruit derriére, rond, souple, bien
fondu, Iéger, 50 €.
O0=2015G=14ans

La Ganne

15 - Fruits rouges, bouche ronde,
enveloppante, bien structuré, frais,
serré, dense, un peu fermé mais
droit.

O=2016G=15ans

Le Gay

15 - Séveux, résine, itre, bouche
moelleuse, tanins doux en attaque,
puis deuxiéme séquence dure, un
boisé trop prenant el des tanins virils
en finale qui peineront 4 se fondre.
Un style « new world » bien fai.
0=2018G=18ans

Gazin

Gazin en chiffres, cela donne :
14,25°, assemblage 86 % merlot et
10% cabernet-sauvignon, 4% caber-
net franc, 45 % de bois neuf, un peu
moins que les autres années. « Un
peu moins d’extraction aussi cette
annde, dit Mickagl Obert, directeunr
technique. La floraison étant éta-
Iée, il fallait étaler lg vendange. On
a commencé le 20 septembre pour
les jeunes vignes sur graves, ef ter-
miné le 4 octobre pour les merlots,
le 14 pour les cabernets francs, el
les cabernet-sauvignon le I7. Le pro-
biéme, c'étail les dates de vendange
pour les merlots, qui n'étaient pas
homogénes. Il fallait trouver juste
loptimum. »

17 - Nez séveus, violette, épicé,
fruits rouges, cerise confite, bouche
ronde, soyeuse, fraiche, tendue. Vin
élégant, joli fruit, milieu de bouche
garni, frais, Lrés long.

0=2019 G =20ans

Grand-Moulinet 9 ®
05.57.51.28.68, }
15 - Fruits rouges, joli nez, bouche

F

droite, petits tanins fins, pas mal de
bois mais un joli fruit, bonne ten-
sion. 14,40 €.

O0=2016 G=15ans

La Grave

16,5 - Cassis, gelée de groseille,
bouche vive, assez tendue pour un
pomerol ol la rondeur est davantage
de mise, [rais, €légant, petits tanins
fins, trés long, s
O0=2017G = 1§ ans

Guillot

14 - Fruits noirs, bouche ronde,
souple, légére, pas trés dense mais
agréable, bien équilibré, rond, un
peu d'alcool.

O=2016G=15ans

Guillot-Clauzel £ ®
06.15.45.34.99.

14,5 - Boisé marqué, bouche boi-
sée, tanins veloutés, long, mais trop
marqué par son élevage en bois A ce
stade. 33 €. &
0=2017G = 15ans

Haut-Cloquet
15,5 - Fruits rouges, floral, bouche
tendre, légére en milieu de bouche,
finale un peu touffue.
O0=2016G =15 ans

Haut-Maillet © ®
05.57.51.04.09.

14 - Fermé, bouche ronde, souple,
soyeuse, petits tanins fins, la finale
demande a se fondre mais bonnes
saveurs. 2] €. p
O=2016G=1I5ans {
Hosanna

17 - Nez fermé, bouche voluptueuse,
douce, élégante mais avec un fort
potentiel tannique; vin tendu, frais,
serré en finale, trés long.

O0=2018 G = I8 ans

Lafleur-Gazin

14,5/15 - Fruits noirs, houche bien
ronde, souple, note cacao, un vin
joufflu, velouté, avec une finale ser-
rée qui lui ajoute de la finesse,
O=2007 G= 18 ans

Lafleur-Grangeneuve @ ¥
05.57.51.35.09,

16 - Fruits noirs, bouche ronde,
moelleuse, juteuse, assez dense,
tanins un peu touffus, joli fruit, long
et frais. 16,80 €.
O=2017 G = 18 ans

Latour & Pomerol

15 - Fruits noirs, bouche fruilde,
vive, vin assez sérieux sur une gamme
aromatique qui rappelle les saveurs
des pauillacs, équilibré, serré et fin,
sans durelé.

0=2017G=15ans

Lécuyer 9 ®
05.57.51.18.61, :
14,5/15 - Vanillg, floral, un peu de

Pomerol

sucrosité, rond, fin, assez extrai,
[latteur, gourmand mais du fond.
29,80 €.

O0=2016 G=15ans

Mazeyres

15 - Fruits rouges, cassis, bouche
bien fruitée, fraiche, rond, gour-
mand, droit.

0=2016G=15ans

Monregard-la-Croix & @®
05.57.51.02.17.
15 - Cerise, [ruits rouges, hou-

‘che tendre, épicée, tendue, ser-

rée en finale, tanins bien présents.
15,80 €.
O0=2017G=16ans

Montviel

14 - Nez fermé, bouche dense,
réglissée, tanins moelleux, un peu
trop milr mais rond, serré en finale.
Tannique.

O=20016G=15ans

Moulinet

14,5 - Réducteur, bouche puissan-
te, juteuse, beaucoup de matidre,
riche, serré ; vin A venir, équilibré,
bons tanins.

0=217G=[8ans

Nénin

82 % merlot, 18% cabernet franc.

16 - Fruits noirs, bouche ronde, frui-
tée, tendue, vive, trés beau fruit, bon
équilibre.

0=2017G =18 ans S

14 - Fugue de Nénin, 92 % merlot,
8% cabernet franc. Bien fruité au
nez, bouche ronde, un peu éteint sur
le plan aromatique, doux, tendre,
O0=2015G=8ans

Petit-Village

13,5 - Fruits noirs, bouche serrée,
tendre en attaque, séchant en finale,
alcool sensible.
O0=2016G=15ans

Pierhem £ ©

05.57.74.53.18.

16 - Fruits noirs, moka, bouche
ronde, souple, bien fruitée, assez
fin, élégant, délicat, petits tanins en
finesse, long, serré et tendu. 30 €.
O0=2017G= 18 ans

Le Pin

Les travaux continuent. Enfin Le Pin
va avoir un chai et des batiments
(congus par Paul Rebbrecht) dignes
de son renom. La propriété s'agran-
dit et passe 2 2,70 hectares. Jac-
ques Thienpont a racheté quelques
parcelles dont il ne sait pas si I'in-
tégralité deviendra du Pin. A Saint-
Emilion, le domaine racheté I'an
passé entre Troplong-Mondot et
Pavie-Macquin s'appellera L'If. A
goliter I'an prochain. 100 % merlot.
17,5 - Nez framboise, un peu éven-
té, bouche fraiche, veloutée, fine,
¢légante. Vin tendre, élégant, frais,
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Ch Montviel 2010 Pomerol 16.5 Drink 2018-2030
Very plummy and open. Sweet but a little bit dull. Tarry end. Should come right eventually but embryonic at the
moment. Sufficient acidity though.

Ch Le Moulin 2010 Pomerol 16 Drink 2016-2026
Sweet black cherry nose — as though it weren't 2010! A bit simple and gassy but covers the bases. Greenish
finish.

Ch Moulinet 2010 Pomerol 16 Drink 2016-2026
Deep crimson. Lots of energy and very deep crimson. Some succulence. Tar and liquorice on the finish. Lots of
energy. Some sweet fruit too.

Ch Nénin, Fugue de Nénin 2010 Pomerol 16 Drink 2016-2023
| Mid crimson. Slightly raw edge to the nose. Very sweet start but not grating tannins. Chewy end. A little 2010
—drying-Merlot effect here but rich and sweet. Just not perfection.

P,

/" Ch Nénin 2010 Pomerol 16.5 Drink 2020-2030
Owned by the Delons of Léoville-Las-Cases. Lots of savour on the nose for a Pomerol. It must be such fun
making it from St-Julien..! Ripe tobacco leaves. Very sweet and polished, but without quite enough race and life.
Just a bit heavy. And very drying tannins on the end.

Ch Petit Village 2010 Pomerol 16.5 Drink 2016-2028

This has a lot more breadth than most of the Derenoncourt wines | have just been tasting. Lightly minty.
Succulent and pleasing. Really pretty good with great balance. | look forward to tasting this blind under UGC
auspices. Relatively subtle. Though still relatively tough on the end.

Tasted blind 6 Apr: Blueish crimson. Not that intense a colour. Limits of ripeness and a suggestion of black
cherries on the nose. Very sweet and just a little bit lacking in freshness and life. Big and bold but not that
refreshing or intriguing. Astringent finish. (Score: 16 18-26)

Tasted at Pichon Longueville 7 Apr: ‘As part of our efforts to spruce things up here we re-identified Cabernet
Sauvignon as Cabernet Franc.” Very dense and rich. Sweet but a bit austere on the end. Not much palate
breadth. (Score: 16.5 17-26)

Ch Pétrus 2010 Pomerol 19 Drink 2020-2040

100% Merlot. Very deep crimson indeed. Right out to the rim. Hugely intense and succulent. Really muscular and
concentrated. Very firm indeed. Good richness to begin with. Lightly bitter on the end. Wonderful texture. Creamy,
with real minerals and lushness on the nose. Great vivacity.

Le Pin 2010 Pomerol 18 Drink 2020-2030

Blend from different barrels. Very dark crimson and voluptuous. Lovely combination of richness, savour and
freshness. A big step up. Fresh minerality on the finish. Jacques Thienpont was worried about the Merlots, and
Alexandre Thienpont encouraged picking here so that he could pick at Vieux Chateau Certan. Most unusual
freshness. Sinewy. Really racy but with great density. Had two Oz oenologists on hand in case they needed help
in alcohol reduction but in the event didn't need to use them. Jacques says he would like to have waited a littlle
longer but the results aren’t too bad, are they?

Ch Plince 2010 Pomerol 16 Drink 2017-2024
Dark purplish crimson. Rich and quite exotically perfumed. Intense. But very firm on the finish. Marked tannins. Is
there quite enough fruit in the middle here? Pretty astringent finish for the moment.

Ch La Pointe 2010 Pomerol 16 Drink 2018-2026
Dark crimson. Friendly, slightly oaky, sweet, not that complex but easy to like. A litlle mild and subdued on the
palate. Not the most ambitious but not the most exaggerated either. Light green notes on the finish.

Ch Providence 2010 Pomerol 17 Drink 2018-2032
Bright crimson. Very rich and sweet — something of the patissiére on the nose here. Broad and very polished with
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CHATEAU MONTVIEL Pomerol 2010 Score: 90-93
Very velvety, with dark plum, cassis and boysenberry fruit seamlessly melded together, with toasted spice and licorice notes

hanging in the background. —J.M.

CHATEAU VIEUX MAILLET Pomerol 2010 Score: 90-93
Shows lovely crushed raspberry, cherry and plum fruit, with silky tannins and a perfumy finish. Very silky, with deceptive
length., —J.M.

CHATEAU VRAY CROIX DE GAY Pomerol 2010 Score: 90-93
This is very forward, with plush tannins supporting the friendly plum, blackberry and boysenberry fruit. Shows nice length
already, but there's enough in reserve too. —J.M.

CHATEAU LE BON PASTEUR Pomerol 2010 Score: 89-92
Quite ripe, with slightly heady blueberry, fig paste and macerated currant fruit liberally laced with black tea, anise and toast.

This has length, but verges on top-heavy. —J.M.

CHATEAU BONALGUE Pomerol 2010 Score: 89-92
Juicy, with a core of kirsch, plum and anise. The solid, toasty finish has a nice fleshy edge. —J.M.

CHATEAU LA CABANNE Pomerol 2010 Score: 89-92
This has a large core of crushed plum and hlackberry fruit, pushed by almost brisk acidity, with a racy, mouthwatering feel on
the finish. There's some stuffing in reserve, so this should fill out a bit more. —J.M.

CHATEAU CLINET Pomerol Fleur de Clinet 2010 Score: 89-92
Lovely mocha, spice, blueberry and blackberry aromas and flavors lead to a long, velvety finish. Rich and caressing. Delightful.
—J.M.

CHATEAU LA CONSEILLANTE Pomerol Duo de Conseillante 2010 Score: 89-92
Shows enticing plum sauce, raspberry and blackberry fruit. There's sweet spice and toast on the finish, but not too overt. Solid

length. —J.M.

CHATEAU FAYAT Pomerol 2010 Score: 89-92
Fleshy and rounded, with rather ripe cherry preserves and linzer torte notes, followed by a nicely rounded, sweet spice-tinged
finish. This has lots of fruit. —J.M.

CHATEAU FRANC-MAILLET Pomerol Cuvée Jean Baptiste 2010 Score: 89-92
Shows the slight twinge of grip of the vintage, with a firm edge to the raspberry, plum skin and blackberry notes. It's also toasty,
yet stretches out on the finish, —J.M.

CHATEAU LE GAY Pomerol Manoir de Gay 2010 Score: 89-92
An open, flattering style, showing blueherry and raspberry fruit laced with licorice and sweet spice, with a rounded, accessible
finish. —J.M.

CHATEAU MONREGARD LA CROIX Pomerol 2010 Score: 89-92
This is dense, with a slightly chewy edge to the dark plum, crushed black currant and roasted mesquite notes. Shows flashes
of cocoa and tar on the finish. —J.M.

| CHATEAU NENIN Pomerol Fugue de Nenin 2010 Score: 89-92
Very fresh and silky, with bright plum and raspberry fruit. Enticing and open, this is very tasty and not shy about its ripeness.

Tasted non-blind. —J.M.

CHATEAU PETIT-VILLAGE Pomerol 2010 Score: 89-92
Crushed plum, raspberry and cassis flavors glide along silky, refined tannins, with a suave finish that has a polished edge.
—J.M.

CHATEAU DE SALES Pomerol 2010 Score: 89-92
Offers soft, pure, unadorned plum and raspherry fruit, with a lightly chalky minerality. Fleshes out nicely as it airs in the glass.
Tasted non-blind. —J.M.

CHATEAU LE CHEMIN Pomerol 2010 Score: 88-91
Quite toasty, with lots of overt red licorice, plum sauce and toasted fig bread notes. A hint of raisin lends a firm edge on the
finish. There's more flash than length right now. —J.M.

LE CLOS DU BEAU-PERE Pomerol 2010 Score: 88-91
Bright and juicy, exhibiting a mix of pomegranate, cherry and raspberry fruit backed by judicious spice, with a velvety-edged
finish. —J.M.

CHATEAU HAUT-MAILLET Pomerol 2010 Score: 88-91
Dark and nicely packed, with lots of crushed fig, boysenberry and cassis notes. Shows some solid depth on the finish, with
ample but velvety tannins and a dark spice element. —J.M.

CHATEAU PETIT-VILLAGE Pomerol Le Jardin 2010 Score: 88-91
Pure, silky raspberry and cherry preserve notes show a flash of black tea and spice, with an alluring, stylish finish. Very pretty.
This is the second wine, made from young-vine parcels. Tasted non-blind. —J.M.



